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Action items; 2010

• AI_EPIC_BGWG_08_01: add standard examples to web page - table created, 
not yet linked

• AI_EPIC_BGWG_08_04: consider the long term plan for the blank sky project  
- see later in the talk

• AI_EPIC_BGWG_09_01: add links to FWC for SW requests - see later in the 
talk, completed

• AI_EPIC_BGWG_09_04: JC/IdC updates to web pages, removing obsolete 
threads - mini meeting held in Sept. 2010, updates discussed with IdC, 
completed by IdC

• AI_EPIC_BGWG_09_05: IdC/JC update to thread, make generic - updated by 
IdC

• AI_EPIC_BGWG_09_06: AR/JC how to present likelihood of SWCX 
contamination - see later in the talk, possibly completed
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Current status of blank sky database and online

• General: processed using SAS 9.0.0, available from July 2010

• General: numbers of file combinations available (restrict merged output so 
manageable with SAS, e.g. ~ approx. 25 files PN, 200 files MOS)

• Web form: warnings added regarding loss of MOS1 CCD 6

• File delivery: advise if request spans loss of MOS1 CCD 6
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INST FILT MODE No. FILES

PN T EF

F
F

174

PN M EF

F
F

81

PN K EF

F
F

9

PN T FF 718

PN M FF 469

PN K FF 65

M1 T FF 899

M1 M FF 707

M1 K FF 77

M2 T FF 887

M2 M FF 715

M2 K FF 90



Requests by month, up to March 2011
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• Feedback: ‘Thanks a lot for your effort’ ‘Thanks again for the fast creation and 
delivery of these blank sky files!’ ‘thank you very much for producing the files 
in such a short time, I really appreciate it’ 

• Suggestion: selection avoiding anomalous states of the MOS CCDs



Users 

• 76 individual users from 20 different, 4.5 mean no. requests per user

• By mode: 91% FF mode (~80% all pn), 8% eFF (~20% all pn), <1% LW

• By filter: 33% thin, 66% medium, 1% thick

• By filled status: 71% ghosted, 29% unfilled
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Table of all requests: AI_BGWG_EPIC_08_01
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Partial window files: AI_BGWG_EPIC_09_01

• Partial window, merged blank sky files for each inst-filt-mode-fill (large 
window and small window) available by request from users

• http://www.star.le.ac.uk/~jac48/BG/UserRequest/partial_window_files/

• Comment added to blank sky web request form for users to contact the blank 
sky team if these files are required, also link added to FWC datasets

• Number of files by filter and mode:

7

INST FILT MODE No. FILES

PN T LW/SW 32/24

PN M LW/SW 38/13

PN K LW/SW 14/6

M1 T LW/SW 35/17

M1 M LW/SW 43/9

M1 K LW/SW 8/8

M2 T LW/SW 32/21

M2 M LW/SW 44/11

M2 K LW/SW 7/9

http://www.star.le.ac.uk/~jac48/BG/UserRequest/partial_window_files/
http://www.star.le.ac.uk/~jac48/BG/UserRequest/partial_window_files/


SWCX-affected observations: AI_BGWG_EPIC_09_06

• Time-variable exospheric-SWCX affected observations only

• Reference: Carter, Sembay & Read 2011, A&A, 527A, 115C

• Table on web: www.star.le.ac.uk/~jac48/SWCX/swcx_cases_web.html

• Links to spectra and lightcurves

• Yet to link from BG pages
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http://www.star.le.ac.uk/~jac48/SWCX/swcx_cases_web.html
http://www.star.le.ac.uk/~jac48/SWCX/swcx_cases_web.html


SWCX example; lightcurve and spectrum
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Long term plan for blank sky: AI_BGWG_EPIC_08_04

• Future steps:

1) Process with SAS 11.0 (~5 months)

2) Verification, cleaning (~2 months)

3) Web changes and release (~1 month)

4) Documentation

5) Make table of all requests available (will not be able to monitor usage)

6) Discuss again in 1 year
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Action items outstanding and potential; 2011

• ACTION ITEM 1: re-process of database with SAS11.0 ? (discussion)

• ACTION ITEM 2: add link to SWCX-affected observations table to BG page

• ACTION ITEM 3: offer filter on anomalous states? Would require list/
established method of identification

• ACTION ITEM 4: add link to table of all requests to blank sky request form

• ACTION ITEM 5: continue evaluating long-term plan
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